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BROOKS OPENS LEHIGH VALLEY TRAIL LINEAR PARK
Joint Effort with Mendon Foundation Benefits Community  

Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks, along with County Legislator Jeff Adair and Mendon
Foundation President Carl Foss, officiated at a ribbon-cutting ceremony to dedicate Lehigh Valley
Trail Linear Park, located in the Towns of Mendon and Rush.  The Lehigh Valley Trail starts at the
County Line in Mendon and ends on the West Side of the Genesee River to connect with the
Genesee Valley Greenway Trail. 

“This is an exciting example of what can be accomplished when County government and private
organizations collaborate,” said Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks.  “During challenging
budgetary times, it is critical that the County works to establish partnerships that share resources
and enhance the quality of life in our community.”

In 1994, a contract was authorized for the Mendon Foundation to develop and maintain the
Lehigh Valley Trail for Monroe County.  The County has retained ownership of the property and
the Mendon Foundation has provided the labor and equipment to help build the trail. In 1995, the
Mendon Foundation held its first volunteer work party to help clear brush, cut fallen dead trees
and create a walking trail. 

“Monroe County residents now have yet another outstanding resource available to enjoy in our vast
County Parks system,” said Brooks. “Through this joint effort, the Lehigh Valley Trail will enhance
recreational opportunities in the County and provide an excellent model for future park development
in our community.” 

The Mendon Foundation and the Monroe County Parks Department were successful in obtaining
a $1,211,000 TEA (Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century) grant in January of 2000.  The
money was used for enhancement to the trail bed using railroad cinders along the bed.  The
cinder bed part of the trail has been developed for hiking, biking, and roller blading.  A grass trail
running parallel to the cinder trail is available for horseback riding. 

“The County Parks system is one of the most visible and important contributions that county
government makes to our quality of life,” said County Legislator Jeff Adair.  “The Lehigh Valley is a
great example of how we can work together to find innovative ways to support the County Parks
programs and services that our community deserves.”
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